Village of Bellwood

 Meeting Minutes ~ November 2nd, 2020
The Village of Bellwood Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on November 2, 2020 at the Village Auditorium. Joyce Napier, chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. with board members Connie Schulz, Jeremy Junck, Scott Romshek, and Lee Nickolite in attendance. Village employees Jennifer Brown, Paul Nickolite, and Ray Sueper were also present. 
The chairman stated that the open meetings law is in effect.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

The minutes of the October 5th meeting were up for approval. Board member Scott motioned to approve the minutes and Connie seconded.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor. 
The October receipts and the bills were read by Jenny at 7:05.

Connie motioned and Jeremy seconded to pay the bills as read.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor.
Bills and prepaid bills were as follows:
	Vendor
	Amount
	Check #

	Butler County Treasurer
	$1,000.00
	 

	Payroll Taxes
	$1,220.96
	 

	State of Nebraska
	$2,276.98
	 

	City Truck Payment
	$525.93
	E-Pay

	Aqua Chem
	$268.50
	 

	Benes Service
	$52.19
	 

	Butler County Landfill
	$75.33
	 

	Butler County Rural Power
	-$235.45
	Over payment in September

	Butler County Welding
	$39.27
	 

	Card Services
	$958.94
	 

	Gary Meister Construction
	$330.00
	 

	Jackson Services
	$327.50
	 

	Mr. Jason Romshek
	$187.90
	 

	Pinnacle Agency
	$5,054.00
	 

	Verizon Wireless
	$82.54
	 

	Waste Connections of Nebraska
	$290.00
	 

	Windstream
	$344.57
	 

	Napa 
	$60.97
	 

	Eakes 
	$32.06
	 

	Cornhusker Press
	$49.00
	2021 Dog Tags

	 
	 
	 

	
	$12,941.19
	


Butler County Sheriff’s Department:
Co-Chair Scott Romshek asked if ordinance/nuisance vehicles were being taken care of.  Mayor Napier stated that she would like a written report to know who was ticketed and the ordinances that were violated.  Mayor Napier requested that the Village Office have this report a week prior to the next board meeting.  Board member Sholz mentioned that she would like to know the current standings by the end of that week.  The Sheriff’s office stated that they would send a report to the Village Clerk by the end of the week. 

Ray Sueper interjected that he is making progress on his list.
Complaint Forms – None

Tree Board – No report

Auditorium Project – Currently on hold

Planning and Zoning
Ray recommended advertising for demolition on Cave Property.  Joyce asked what complaints were photographed, Ray stated that he would have to look on his desk and see what they are as he did not have them with him.  Mayor Napier asked about the 16 vehicles that were listed in September as nuisances. Ray reported that 1/3 of the vehicles had been cleaned up.  Mayor Napier asked if the Butler County Sheriff’s department had issued any citations.  804 Walnut the contractor reported that the owners said that the cost was “too high”.
Joyce asked that Ray talk to Village Attorney Tim Wollmer on how to proceed since nothing has taken place on the property in regards to demolition. 

Mayor Napier brought to the table to bring up the Hosher and Cave residences to 14 K for demolition.  Board Member Romshek stated that the 14K was to demo the Hosher property, and that in regards to size the Cave property is larger etc.… the contractor states that he is giving estimates.  Approximately 40k if both were demolished.  Co-Chair Romshek that for now he would like to see the Hoshor residence taken care of first and then worry about the Cave residence later.

Mayor Napier asked Ray to check with Tim on  Hoshors demolition. They were given until the end of November to have it taken care of, and the board decided they will hold off on proceeding with the Cave demolition until they have a better idea of what the cost of the project will be.

Annexation:

Ray stated that Mel had it in the works when Ray started a year ago.  Co-Op has new owners since the process began.  Ray stated that he is unsure where the Village attorney was at with the process.  Joyce responded that we had received phone calls from the new owners and that they were unaware of Annexation proceedings.  Co-Chair Romshek spoke to say that the old manager had told him that if the Village annexed the Co-Op they would want water and sewer put into the property.  The Board members decided that they would like Ray to continue to look into the subject.  

Cars – expired plates, now have current tags, Joyce asked Ray to make sure that they are operational.

McDonald residence update:  dead trees have been removed, 2 vehicles have been moved.  REA was going to take down additional trees. Mayor Napier asked that work is done to remove nuisance objects from the front yard.

Reading of Ordinance 2020-02 – Mayor Napier motioned to suspend the 3rd reading, and vote on the ordinance.  Co-Chair Romshek motioned, 2nd by Board Member Sholz.  Joyce made the motion to approve and pass the ordinance 2020-02, 2nd by Jeremy – roll call vote, all in favor.  Approved and passed at 7:41 p.m.
Bill Macoubrie – resident:

Bill brought up construction in the city right of ways, filling in ditches etc... Bill used Jason Romshek new addition as an example.  Bill said that he talked to JEO employee Scott Cowles and that he was made aware that they need to follow the ADA regulations in sidewalks and advised that it needs to be taken care of.  Jason Romshek was asked what ditch he filled in.  Bill stated that the village needs to make changes before they find themselves in trouble.  He advised that if we are sued over sidewalks insurance and road funding could become an issue.  Bill also advised that we start a permit process for any changes that occur outside of property lines.

Ray interjected that anything on city property should be turned into him for inspection.

Joyce stated that we have Ray’s position with the Village of Bellwood for these reasons, and that items that occurred before the current staff and board is not applicable to the current Board of Directors. Mayor Napier brought up that JEO is not on hand like Ray is.  Bill argued that JEO is our city street superintendent and that our state funds require JEO to be involved.  Discussion followed and Ray said that he will talk with Scott Cowles from JEO going forward. 

Water Treatment Center 

Treatment was center working fine.
Paul’s report:  Marlene Oborny property is taken care of for the winter.

Meters not working; Buck Mills, Fire Station, and Bellwood Grade School.
Brian Wilson said that they would pick up leaves in the park.
Light Pole Decoration Contest:

Brian Wilson brought up that the tree by the Bank would be a nice lit tree for the community.  Committee meetings were held post Board Meeting.

Motion to allow 200.00 for price money was approved all in favor.

1st Place – 100.00, 2nd place – 70.00, 3rd place 30.00

Holiday Card Approved. 
Executive Session called into effect for employee reviews, motioned by Mayor Napier, 2nd by Co-Chair Romshek, at 8:11 p.m.
Executive Session ended at 8:27 p.m.
General Meeting resumed session at 8:28 p.m.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 motioned by Mayor Napier, 2nd by Board Member Sholz.
Meeting adjourned at 9:01.

Village Clerk,

Jenny Brown

